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PREFACEtc \l1 "PREFACE
The St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church Emergency Preparedness Manual was created as a ready reference to assist members in preplanning the actions to be taken in the event of an emergency.  Members are encouraged to become completely familiar with this emergency preparedness plan and the proper procedures to be followed in the event an emergency arises.

Information provided by Emergency Preparedness officials, indicates that local authorities will order a mandatory evacuation when a Category 3 (Winds 111 to 130 mph) or stronger hurricane appears to be 36 to 30 hours from making landfall.

In the event of a mandatory evacuation, members should routinely check the church’s voicemail and website for worship cancellations and instructions from Pastor Zeno. 

Members are strongly encouraged to gas up and leave early.

We are further informed that there will be no “shelter of last resort” in New Orleans such as the Superdome, Convention Center or other public facility. Vertical evacuations are obsolete and major hotels will not take reservations for shelter.  People living in trailers will be ordered to evacuate whenever a tropical storm with winds above 40 mph approaches the metro area.

Additionally, residents who are unable to evacuate on their own will be picked up at designated sites by governmental authorities within Jefferson Parish and bused to a shelter within the state.  However, St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church has made provisions for a shelter of last resort for its members and their families.   Further information on this shelter may be found on page 8 of this plan.

Finally, be informed that authorities now indicate that residents who choose to ignore the evacuation order will be allowed to remain, provided they stay in their homes while a curfew is in effect. 

Based on tropical storm winds and geographic location a phased evacuation will be implemented by emergency preparedness officials.

Phase   I - 50 hours to predicted landfall. St. Bernard, Plaquemines and lower

                 Jefferson Parish (areas outside of any levee protection system)        

Phase  II - 40 hours to predicted landfall. St. Charles and Houma areas.

Phase III - 30 hours to predicted landfall.  Orleans Parish – *Contraflow begins. 

*We recommend you leave prior to the start of Contraflow.
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  St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church

                          236 Robinson Avenue   Marrero, LA 70072

            Reverend Dr. Melvin C. Zeno, Pastor/Teacher
Church: (504) 341-4858
        


Dear St. Joseph Member:

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and Jesus Christ our Lord and from your Pastor who loves you very much!  When Hurricane Katrina blew through our community on August 29, 2005, it brought much destruction to our church, our homes and scattered our families throughout these United States.   Most of us were not prepared for evacuation and the magnitude of devastation that followed.  As a result of this experience, your Pastor was moved to make preparations to provide information and provisions for members of our church that you might be better able to withstand. A refuge of last resort has been arranged for members who have no place to re-locate in the event of a storm.  A means to communicate with members who are displaced has been provided that we might be better able to minister to your needs, whether they be spiritual, emotionally or physically. Members should have already completed a Department of Emergency Preparedness Information Sheet and have in his/her possession a copy of the Emergency Preparedness Plan.  If you have misplaced your copy of this plan, you may download it from the church’s website, www.stjosephbaptistchurch.org by clicking on “Hurricane Planner Info.”  For those who do not own a computer, usually the local library will allow you to use one free or for a small fee.

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ST. JOSEPH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH AND ARE READING THIS MESSAGE WHEN NO DISASTER HAS OCCURRED, please make very sure that you have submitted your information sheet, have read thoroughly and understand all the information contained in the “Emergency Preparedness Plan” and have given particular attention to the “Peace of Mind” and evacuation information. If you have questions or concerns, contact the Director of Emergency Preparedness or come in to see me, immediately.   IF YOU ARE A MEMBER OF ST. JOSEPH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH AND ARE READING THIS MESSAGE AFTER A DISASTER HAS OCCURRED, Pastor wishes  to know that you are safe and that your needs being met.   Please e-mail me immediately.   Tell me your location, phone numbers, what your circumstances are and explain your needs, if any. Be sure to continue checking this web site for important information from me.  While you wait on a response, please prayerfully read Isaiah 40:31 which instructs us, “…But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint” and know that God will take care of you.  It is He who shall move you from “struggle to strength”.     God loves you, and so do I.

Your Pastor,

Dr. M. C. Zeno

“The Church Where Love Abounds”    1 John 4:10-11

DISASTER RESPONSE TEAM

Responsible for the implementation of the church’s Emergency Preparedness Plan, preservation, assistance and recovery of members and church property in the event of a natural or man-made disaster.

Reverend Melvin C. Zeno, Pastor/Teacher
Responsible for oversight of the entire preparation and execution of the St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church Emergency Preparedness Plan; the assignment and supervision of those members responsible for the implementation of said plan.  
Deacon Jerome Mosley, Director, Department of Emergency Preparedness 

Responsible for the coordination, supervision and implementation of the Emergency Plan.

Deacon Willis Clofer, Chairman, Deacon Ministry

Assist the Director in the implementation of the Emergency Preparedness Plan, as needed.  Carry out those duties assigned to the Director of Emergency Preparedness in the absence of the Director. Ensure financial records, legal tender and insurance polices are removed for safekeeping. Coordinate with Pastor and Deacon Ministry, a plan of action for the care of members at their level of need.

Sister Sandra Crump, Administrative Assistant

Back-up important computer files to removable disks. Print (3) copies of church roster. Deliver one copy of roster to Pastor Zeno, Deacon Clofer and the other used to update contact information on evacuated members. Maintain the church’s voicemail to provide information to church members concerning worship and other church activities, evacuation implementation and recovery information. Ensure Pastor has a pre-paid cellphone with alternate area code outside of 504.
Webmaster

Maintain the church’s website to provide information to church members concerning worship and other church activities, evacuation implementation as well as recovery information.

Sister Sharon Pipkins, Special Medical Needs and Food Prep 

Facilitate and support members with special needs. Oversee daily food preparations and serving.
Brother Anthony White, President, Transportation Ministry

Develop and implement schedule for evacuation of disabled and other members who have no reliable means of transportation (2) days prior to storm’s landfall. Ensure the church van has proper maintenance and gasoline at all times.  In the event of a disaster, relocate church van to a safe haven, or as directed by the Pastor.  Assist with loading emergency supplies in cargo trailer prior to plan evacuation.

Sister Enzell Gaines, President, Custodial Ministry

Ensure electricity, water and gas is turned-off at main valves and secured with padlocks to prevent tampering. Secure exterior doors to church property.  Ensure perishable food items are removed from refrigerators and placed in ice chests
ST. JOSEPH MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Church: (504) 341-4858
Web site:   www.stjosephbaptistchurch.org
Email:  stjosephmissionary@baptistchurch.nocoxmail.com


 at RevDr MC Zeno
EMERGENCY SUPPORT CONTACTS

Emergency Number, Dial 911
    (Sheriff's Office, Fire, Ambulance)

Radio Evacuation Routes

870 AM

101.9 FM 

Assistance 

FEMA, 800-621-3362

Louisiana Road Home Program, 1.888.762.3252 

American Red Cross, 866-GET-INFO or 504-620-3105

Missing Family Members Info, 877-568-3317

Next of Kin Registry, www.nokr.org
Roof Damages, 800-BLU-ROOF

Food Stamps, 888-524-3578

Salvation Army, 504-895-6611

Jefferson Parish Emergency Management, 349-5360

Websites

St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church, www.stjosephbaptistchurch.org

Jefferson Parish, www.jeffparish.net

FEMA, www.fema.gov
American Red Cross, www.american.redcross.org

Louisiana State Police, www.lsp.org

Next of Kin Registry, www.nokr.org 

Salvation Army, www.salvationarmyusa.org

Jefferson Parish Numbers
NORMAL WORKING HOURS
Citizens' Affairs Department, 504-736-6100

To request information, assistance or to report a problem
 

AFTER HOURS/WEEKENDS/HOLIDAYS
Public Works Emergency Numbers:
Drainage/Sewerage/Water/Traffic Problems, 504-736-6006

Streets & Parkways, Eastbank   504-838-1150

                              Westbank  504-349-5800

Garbage & Debris Complaints & Information, 504-731-4612
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COMMON TERMINOLOGYtc \l1 "COMMON  TERMINOLOGY
HURRICANE CATEGORY     This is used to give an estimate of the potential                                                                        property damage and flooding expected along the                                                                   coast from a hurricane landfall. Wind speed is the                                                                  determining factor in the scale.

                                                       Category 1 - Winds 74-95 mph
                                                       Category 2 - Winds 96-110 mph
                                                       Category 3 - Winds 111-130 mph
                                                       Category 4 - Winds 131-155 mph
                                                       Category 5 - Winds greater than 155 mph
MANDATORY EVACUATION   A mandatory evacuation order will be issued                                                                             when a Category 3 or stronger hurricane appears                                                                       to be 30 to 36 hours from landfall.

Emergency Bus Transportation 

The Jefferson Transit "JeT" System will maintain regular bus services until the Parish is placed under an Emergency Declaration by the Parish President. At that time the regularly scheduled routes will continue to operate but with a reduced number of buses.

Buses will still run along the regularly established routes but will be for our residents who have no other means of transportation available to them. Riders will be taken to shelters designated in our Parish or to State-designated shelters outside of Jefferson Parish.  As conditions warrant regular bus service will cease and only evacuation buses will be on the routes.

General Population Shelters
The State of Louisiana will not identify general population shelters until a storm threatens and an evacuation order has been issued. 

Keep in Touch

In the event residential and cellular phone use becomes inoperable, cell phones with text messaging capabilities will continue to provide service. Your cell phone provider may waive additional text messaging charges during an emergency. 

In additional, Jefferson Parish and the City of New Orleans have established an electronic emergency alert system to warn of impending emergencies such as hurricane evacuations, tornadoes and terrorist attacks. The alert system will send text messaging to your e-mail account, cell phone, pager and Blackberry.  www.jeffersonparishla.mystateusa.com  or  www.nolaready.info. Citizens who do not have access to the Internet can enroll by calling the Jefferson Parish Department of Community Affairs at 736-6000. 
Prior to a mandatory evacuation, members should ensure their temporary address is forwarded to 

Sister Sandra Crump or Deacon Jerome Mosley via informational sheet or through the church’s e-mail address. stjosephmissionary@baptistchurch.nocoxmail.com
Refuge of Last Resort – Shelter sponsored by St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church

St. Joseph has been blessed to have established a “Refuge of Last Resort”. This Refuge of       safety is available to members of St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church and their families who are required to leave their homes due to a mandatory evacuation and do not have family, friends or means to obtain housing on their own.  A member must have completed the church’s Department of Emergency Preparedness Information Sheet and have been approved by the church for acceptance into the shelter.  The refuge is located at a sister’s church in north Louisiana.  It will   be open when mandatory evacuation from the New Orleans metropolitan area is ordered due to a hurricane or other natural or man-made disaster.  Transportation to the shelter is provided for by the church for those who have made the request and been approved.  If you have been approved for the shelter, you will have been interviewed and provided a copy of the church’s brochure entitled “Guide to the St. Joseph Refuge of Last Resort”. In the event of an ordered evacuation, members who will be housed in the refuge will be contacted as provided in the refuge guide.  Should you have misplaced your guide or if you require further information or if seeking housing, contact Deacon Jerome Mosley.

Approved members will be allowed to bring (2) medium size suitcases to the refuge to            include pillow and blankets.   No pets, firearms, alcohol or illegal substances are permitted. By using this service of the church, all persons thereby consent to a search of their persons and/or property during any evacuation.
Criteria: Approval for Refuge of Last Resort

Accepted members with all rights and privileges meeting the following conditions.

Homebound, Disabled, and Senior citizens.

Immediate family members residing in the home of a member of St. Joseph Missionary Baptist Church. 

Members who have no reliable means of transportation or financial means to relocate by private conveyance. 

Acceptance will be based upon a review of a member’s completed                     Department of Emergency Preparedness Information Sheet and the                     results of an interview.   Final approval of all participants is made by Pastor Zeno.
Disaster Supply Kit

The most important part of your hurricane plan is a Disaster Kit, which includes the basic life support you will need after a disaster. Prepare to be self sufficient for at least 3 days to two weeks. 

· Food/Water * 
· Bottled water ( 1 gallon per day per person) for 14 days* 
· Manual can opener* 
· Non-perishable foods:* 
· Canned meat, fish, fruit and vegetables 
· Bread in moisture proof packaging 
· Cookies, candy, dried fruit 
· Canned soups, & milk 
· Powdered or single serve drinks 
· Cereal bars 
· Package condiments 
· Peanut butter and jelly 
· Instant coffee & tea 

· Flashlight (1 per person) * 
· Portable battery powered lanterns 
· Glass enclosed candles 
· Battery powered radio or TV 
· Battery operated alarm clock 
· Extra batteries, including hearing aids 
· Ice chest and ice 
· First Aid Kit-including aspirin, antibiotic cream, and antacids 
· Mosquito repellent 
· Sun screen (45 SPF recommended) 
· Waterproof matches/butane lighter 
· Money* 
· Plain bleach or water purification tablets 
Disaster Supply Kit Continued

· Disposable plates, glasses, and Utensils 
· Cooking : 

· Sterno 
· Portable camp stove or grill 
· Stove fuel or charcoal, lighter fluid. Potable Generator 
· Disposable eating utensils, plates & cups 
· Napkins & paper towels

· Personal Supplies: 

· Prescriptions ( 1month supply)* 
· Photo copies of prescriptions* 
· Entertainment: books, magazines, card games etc* 
· Toiletries* 
· Bedding: pillows, sleeping bag* 
· Clothing for a few days* 
· Extra glasses or contact lenses
· Baby Wipes 

· Babies: 

· Disposable diapers* 
· Formula, food and medication* 
· Documents: 

· Photo copies of prescriptions and Photo identification* 
· Proof of occupancy of residence (utility bills) 
· Medical history information 
· Waterproof container for document storage 
· Back-up disks of your home computer files 
· Camera & film 
· Wills, insurance policies, contracts, deeds, stocks and bonds
· Passports, social security cards, bank accounts and credit cards numbers
· Family records (birth, marriage, death certificates)
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